Truro Sport
The Truro Sport Heritage Society was established in 1984 to recognize sporting
achievements of the residents of Colchester County. The Society's Board of
Directors, both past and present, worked hard at finding a permanent home to
celebrate the community's sport heritage. The Hall highlights the past
achievements and successes of local athletes, teams, and builders.
The Colchester County Sport Hall of Fame was opened in September 2006 and is
located in the Marigold Cultural Centre in downtown Truro on 605 Prince Street.
Each year the Society inducts athletes, teams, and builders into the Sport Hall of
Fame. The Hall honours past Honour Roll inductees, along with those inducted
since the Hall opened, on the CIBC Wood Gundy "Wall of Fame".
The Society and Sport Hall of Fame also celebrates present day athletes and
looks to foster sport development and participation throughout Colchester County.
Each year the Society hosts a Sports Awards Dinner to publicly recognize present
day athletes, along with members of the community, who are making an
outstanding contribution to sport. The Society accepts nominations from the public
for the Awards Dinner and encourages the public to submit nominations for review. A copy of the nomination form can be found on the website,
trurosporthalloffame.com.
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Luke Maxwell
Born October 8, 1945, Luke Maxwell definitely excelled at several sports. In
hockey he played in the Truro and Area Minor Hockey Association and
continued in this sport up through high school ranks.
Enjoying a lot of success in golf-one of the highlights of Luke Maxwell’s golf
career was being named to “The Nova Scotia Golf Team in 1963.’ This
would lead to the mountain peak experience of making an appearance in the
Canadian Junior Golf Championship.
The jolly, easy-going athlete would enjoy quite a run at baseball as well, but
even before he became a fixture as an outstanding catcher with such teams
as the Truro Sheiks and the Truro Bearcats. Luke was a popular batboy with
the Bearcats of the famed Halifax and District Baseball League. Luke can
still to his day recall incidences involving coach Art Hoche who came to
Truro as an import from the United States.
In hot-stove league sessions locally, Luke Maxwell, the base stealing whiz, is
still brought up. Luke is credited for leading his respective league in ‘stolen
bases’ on at least a couple occasions. He was not only blessed with being
faster on the baselines then most players, Luke had the know-how and could
get the jump on pitchers when deciding to take a base.

Left to right. 1982 Fletchers Fastball Team, Leslie Wilson, Archie
Robertson (Janet Robertson), Ken Poole, John Mattatall,

Luke Maxwell remained a high caliber player in softball for a number of years
after his baseball playing days. Besides playing in the local ‘Colchester Major
Fastball Association’ he was later a star catcher, infielder and outfielder with
the ‘Maple Leaf Lodge’ of the Mainland Senior Fastball League.
Luke Maxwell hustled as a ball player, he was rated high as a receiver
behind the plate and overall he added a lot to every team he ever suited up
with.
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sporting accomplishment in 2016.

The Truro Sport Heritage Society is pleased to honour these fine athletes and sport contributors as the
2015 inductees to the “Wall of Fame” located at the Colchester County Sport Hall of Fame. The Society is
proud to celebrate our sport heritage, highlight the achievements and successes of our local athletes, coaches, volunteers who sponsor sport development and participation throughout Colchester County. The Hall of
Fame consists of all our past honour roll inductees, who were inducted over the past 30 years at our annual
Sport Awards Dinner. We welcome and congratulate all the Hall of Fame recipients. We also exted thanks
to all previous board members for their contributions to the Truro Sport Heritage Society over the years.

Terry Hunt

The Society would also like to recognize and thank the following businesses for their support:
Brookfield Bakery
Jimolly’s
Sobeys, Robie and Fundy Trail

Healthy Habit
Tim Hortons (Martin Trainer)
Subway(Lorne St)
T

Our thanks also go out to the following sponsors:
Municipality of the County of Colchester
The Marigold Cultural Centre
A special thank you to Cheryl Deuville-Photograher

CIBC Wood Gundy

In December 2015, the Truro area mourned the loss of an outstanding
volunteer, Terry Hunt. From sporting venues to the theatre and many
points in between, Terry was truly one of the region’s outstanding and
active community volunteers and builders.
The many involvements of this high-energy, high school teacher were as
varied as his interests. On any given day, you might find him backstage at
the Marigold Cultural Centre helping the show to run smoothly; in the
kitchen of First United Church flipping pancakes for a fundraising
breakfast; or helping to co-ordinate activities in the neighbourhood
community garden.
Terry was a vital part of the Town of Truro’s Parks, Recreation and
Culture Department, contributing his first-hand knowledge of the
community, its programs and its activities, to any discussion.
He was also involved in one of the region’s most ambitious projects,
acting as a volunteer chairman of the User Group/Space Programming
Committee for the Central Nova Civic Centre Campaign. The $50 million
project, now known as the Rath Eastlink Community Centre, included an
ice pad with seating for 3,200; walking/jogging track; aquatics centre;
fitness centre; multi-purpose rooms and community space; and rock
climbing wall.
In 2015, Terry chaired the host committee for the successful Pinty’s Grand
Slam of Curling Masters held at the RECC. This televised international
event featured many of the top male and females curlers in the world and
shone a spotlight on the Truro area and all that is has to offer in terms of
hosting high-calibre events.
Terry had a wealth of experience through his involvement in recreational
activities and organized sports. What was really key was his interest in the
future of recreation throughout the region and his desire for all people to
have access to modern facilities in order for them to improve their health
and enhance their lives. He was not motivated by self- interest, but by the
best interests of the community.
Terry grew up in Stoney Creek, Ont. and came to Nova Scotia to
essentially play football for Saint Mary’s University. He never went back
and made Truro his home. For that, as a community, we are very grateful.
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Brian MacLeod

Before his death in December 2015, Brian MacLeod lived an
exceptional life as an athlete, a father, a husband, a volunteer and
a friend. Growing up, he enjoyed many sports, including baseball,
hockey and football. But after hockey and workplace incidents
resulted in blindness, Brian focused much of his attention and
passion on golf. In fact, he became one of the world’s best blind
golfers.

Martha Purdy

As Martha continued with her gymnastics she found a new and interesting sport
and began to participate in a new program that was being offered through the club,
Trampoline. At one time Nova Scotia through the Truro Flyers Gymnastics Club
was a strong contender on the National Trampoline scene. Martha was part of a
core group of young athletes that would become the next generation of
Trampolines’ and as time would tell would go on to make a definite mark on the
National scene as a National team member. She represented Canada at the 1994
and 1996 World Trampoline Championships. In 1996, finishing 21st in Women’s
Double – Mini and 4th in the Women’s Team – Double Mini. In 1994, Martha
finished 10th in the Women’s Double- Mini and 5th in the Women’s Team DoubleMini. Martha was also a senior champ for a couple years running and won a silver
medal for the world age group.

Beginning in the late 1990s, Brian participated in 100 golf
tournaments worldwide and won 67 of them. He was known as
“the one to beat.” Those victories included the Canadian Blind
Open several times, the U.S. Blind Open twice, and the Italian
Blind Open and Australian Blind Open once each. He also
finished second in the World Blind Open twice. Other career
highlights included: Scoring a hole-in-one during a round at Bull
Creek Golf Course in Georgia; best one-day tournament score of
85; best two-day tournament scores of 93 and 88; best nine-hole
score of 39; and best non-competitive score for 18 holes of 83.
Brian’s death at the age of 56 left a void in the blind golfing world,
not only on the course but behind the scenes. He was a tireless
promoter and supporter of sport. He was always willing to coach
budding visually impaired golfers and helped to organize
tournaments with Blind Golf Canada and the International Blind
Golf Association. This included bringing tournaments to his
hometown of Truro.
In a profile published by the International Blind Golf Association,
Brian was described as someone who didn’t like the word “can’t.”
He encouraged all people who were blind or visually impaired to
always try new things.
Never one to complain or feel sorry for himself, Brian was a true
sportsman in all aspects of his life.

1973 Truro Bearcats
Senior Baseball Team

It took twenty-seven years and a final best of 5 game but the
1973 Truro Bearcats Senior Baseball Team became once again,
Nova Scotia Senior Baseball Champions. No one is more proud
than Gordy Mont! Mont, now coach, was on the last winning
team in 1946.
The ’73 Bearcats advanced to the Provincial final after winning
the Bluenose Senior League at home, three games to one against
the Halifax Orioles. Going into the series the Bearcats were
considered underdogs as they finished third in their league and
lost five straight games to Halifax on their home turf.
Fueled by Jim MacIsaac, Bob and Glen Matheson their combined
hitting percentage of sixty-four percent was too much for the
Orioles to handle. That, coupled with solid pitching from Keith
Bridgeo, solidified the victory.
Advancing to the final with their Bluenose Senior League Title, the
Bearcats now faced Louisdale. Truro and Louisdale traded wins
and the series was tied two games to two. In the final game
timely pitching by Bridgeo and solid team hitting brought home
the gold.
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To quote long time player and coach Gordy Mont; “Whoopee’! A
hearty congratulations goes out to the 1973 Truro Bearcats
Senior Baseball Team.

Martha Purdy began as a local gymnast and people new early on that she had
something special. When Martha was 9 she had a level of determination and focus
that over the next 9 or 10 years would see her represent Canada in 3 World
Championships. She was a talented young gymnast who had been training with
the Cobequid Spartans Gymnastics Club which was quite literally right across the
street from her family home.

Martha has an extensive sports background, with her competing internationally as
a member of the Canadian National Trampoline Team. As well she has travelled
worldwide as a physiotherapist and performance medicine supervisor for Cirque du
Soleil (2003-2008). Martha began to integrate the Pilates method into her
treatments while working at Cirque, and was the first to bring this unique approach
to Eastern Canada. With this desire and determination for her love of sport we
congratulate Martha for her accomplishments I the sport of trampoline.

Margaret
Mitchell

For Margaret Mitchell, running was always a family affair. Following in the footsteps of
older brother David, Margaret began competing at the age of 15 with father Ross
Mitchell as her coach. Within two years she was competing with the top sprinters in
Canada.
In 1981, Margaret was first in senior girls; 200- and 400-metre categories at the Nova
Scotia School Athletic Federation Provincial Championships. The following year, she
was first in the 200 and second in both the 400 and the 4x400 relay. She established a
record in the 200 metres that was on the Cobequid Educational Centre record board for
32 years. In both 1981 and 1982, Margaret was awarded the Dr. Vibert Memorial
Plaque for outstanding achievement in the sport of track and field at CEC.
In the summer of 1981, Margaret won the 200 and 400 metres at both the Canada
Game Trials and the Atlantic Championships. She was selected for the Nova Scotia
Canada Games Team and competed in Thunder Bay. She capped off a stellar season
with a bronze medal in the 400 metres at the Canadian Junior Championships.
In the summer of 1982, Margaret continued her winning ways with victories in the 100
and 200 metres at both the Highland Games and the Atlantic Championships. That
same summer, she recorded a 24.8 in the 200 metres to establish a new provincial
record for junior women and to tie the senior record set by Marjorie Bailey Turner, a
member of Canada’s Olympic Team in 1968. At the Canadian Championships in 1982,
Margaret ran a 12.61 in the 100 metres to set yet another provincial record for junior
women.
She was awarded a National Collegiate Athletic Association Track and Field
Scholarship to attend the University of Houston, becoming the first CEC athlete in any
sport to receive an NCAA scholarship. Finding that the practice schedule at Houston
was interfering with her academics, Margaret transferred to York University after the
first semester. An outstanding student athlete for whom academics always came first,
Margaret Mitchell went on the complete a BSc. at York and a Doctor of Optometry at
the New England College of Optometry in Boston.
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